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A mighty victory
Elmira Independent Editorial

That sound you are hearing is the sound of the village of West Montrose celebrating.
That’s because the community, which has been dedicated to fighting a below water-table application for a gravel pit
just outside of the village, have actually managed to outlast the company that had applied for the pit — Capital
Paving.
The group, which has spoken often and eloquently at numerous council meetings, and advocated outside of those
same council meetings to anyone who would listen — politicians, local media and interested and concerned citizens
— that while aggregate is definitely a need in this province, aggregate need not come from West Montrose.
There were many concerns about this gravel pit — the size, the scope, the potential impact on neighbouring
wetlands, as well as the potential to turn the West Montrose Covered Bridge into a quaint tourist attraction that has
to compete with the backup beepers of gravel trucks.
The BridgeKeepers, who spent thousands of hours working quietly and steadfastly away on their opposition to the
pit, did not listen to naysayers, who said it couldn’t be done. Typically, a gravel pit application cannot be stopped.
Usually, the most someone can hope for, even if the application makes it all the way to the Ontario Municipal Board,
is that the application can be modified, to minimize its potential impact.
That has been the story in Ontario through the past number of years, but if Capital Paving gravel pit application is
any indication, that story may slowly be changing.
Capital Paving, of course, did the right thing in formally withdrawing its application. This came shortly after the
township officially closed the application, noting there had been no formal activity on the file for more than two years.
It seems that the stumbling block might have been the township’s pursuit of the Cultural Heritage Landscape —
something that had been in the works long before the Capital Paving application came forward, but was still a timely
piece of local legislation that makes it much more difficult for any development to come in that would detract from the
peace and tranquility of West Montrose.
In the end, this was a fight that was fought with determination, hope and a willingness to keep on going, in spite of
the odds stacked against the community.
It’s a good reminder that sometimes, the little guy can win, if he has science, reason and perseverance on his side.

editor@elmiraindependent.com

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

Most Popular Read | Recommended | Shared

Related Articles

Capital Paving withdraws pit application

A drop in the bucket

Together, we win

Building on a legacy

Preventing a tragedy

Select a City
ABBOTSFORD

56% off No-Spill Bowls
ALLISTON / INNISFIL / ANGUS

67% off Dry Cleaning
AURORA / NEWMARKET

66% off an Lip Augmentation Treatment
BARRIE

67% off Dry Cleaning

Today | This Week | This Month

News

Responding to demand for marbled pork

<b>Walkerton #1 in community involvement</b>

STA launches Bacon & Ale Trail

Is democracy in jeopardy?

Home » Opinion »  A mighty victory

Submit Query Submit Query

Leave a Reply
You must be logged in to post a comment.

Home News Sports What’s On Opinion Community

Page 1 of 3A mighty victory | Your online newspaper for Southwestern Ontario

2013-08-16http://www.southwesternontario.ca/opinion/a-mighty-victory/



Flyers Coupons Deals

Red Tag Sale
Home Furniture

Weekly Flyer August 16 - August 22
Food Basics

Back to School Tech Authority
TigerDirect

Brand or Keyword

South Western Ontario
About Us
Contact Us
Movies
Newsletter Sign Up
Print Editions
Submit a Story
Subscribe
Weather

Local Info
Announcements
Cars
Classifieds
Flyers
Jobs
Real Estate
Rentals

Local Sites
BramptonGuardian.com
CambridgeTimes.ca
GuelphTribune.ca
KitchenerPost.ca
LondonCommunityNews.com
NewHamburgIndependent.ca
Orangeville.com
OurWindsor.ca
WaterlooChronicle.ca

Affiliates
AutoCatch.com
ComparaSave.com
Goldbook.ca
Insurance Quotes
LeaseBusters.com
Mortgage Rates Ontario
OurFaves.com
Save.ca
Shop.ca
WagJag.com
YAP!

Daily Newspapers
The Guelph Mercury
The Hamilton Spectator
The Toronto Star
The Waterloo Region Record

South Western Ontario

© Metroland 2013 | Metroland Media Group Ltd. | Corporate Privacy Policy | Advertising Terms | Webmaster

Page 2 of 3A mighty victory | Your online newspaper for Southwestern Ontario

2013-08-16http://www.southwesternontario.ca/opinion/a-mighty-victory/



Page 3 of 3A mighty victory | Your online newspaper for Southwestern Ontario

2013-08-16http://www.southwesternontario.ca/opinion/a-mighty-victory/


